Spermine-binding protein and polyamine metabolism in duodenal mucosa of chick embryo.
The spermine-binding activity of a cytosolic protein from chick intestine increases during embryogenesis and in the first week of life. Ornithine and S-adenosylmethionine decarboxylase activities assayed under the same experimental conditions increase showing a maximum at day 18 and 20 respectively. The behaviour of either enzyme activity is reflected in the pattern of duodenal polyamine concentration measured during the same period. The possibility that duodenal spermine-binding protein may be correlated with spermine accumulation in the tissue is discussed.